Shut mi-Ma’amakim 4:23: Uruguayan Air Force Flight 571 (#2)
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The Gemara asks: What is the meaning of: But the name of the wicked shall rot? How does a name
rot? Rabbi Elazar said: It means that decay will spread on their names, meaning that we do not call
others by their names, and the name will sink into oblivion. Ravina raised an objection from an
incident that transpired during the Second Temple era. There was an incident involving Doeg ben
Yosef, whose father died and left him as a young child to his mother, who loved him. Each day his
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mother measured his height in handbreadths and donated a measure of gold equivalent to the
weight that he gained to the Temple. Later, when the enemy prevailed and there was a terrible famine
in the city, she slaughtered and ate him.
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And with regard to her and others like her Jeremiah lamented: “Shall the women eat their fruit,
their children in their care [tipuhim]?” (Lamentations 2:20). The Gemara interprets the term tipuhim
homiletically as referring to this baby, who was measured in handbreadths [tefahim]. Even he was eaten
by his mother. And the Divine Spirit responds and says: Why did this happen? “Shall the priest and
the prophet be slain in the Temple of the L-rd?” (Lamentations 2:20). It is punishment for the
murder of the priest Zechariah ben Jehoiada. This incident involves a boy named Doeg; even though
the person with that name was wicked (see I Samuel, chapter 22), the boy was named for him. The
Gemara responds: See what befell him. Clearly, his name was a bad omen.’

7 Wikipedia
Uruguayan Air Force Flight 571, also known as Miracle Flight 571, was a chartered flight
originating in Montevideo, Uruguay, bound for Santiago, Chile, that crashed high in the Andes

mountains on 13 October 1972. The accident became known as the Andes flight disaster and the
Miracle of the Andes.

While crossing the Andes during poor weather, the inexperienced co-pilot of the Fairchild FH-227D
mistakenly believed they had reached Curico, despite instrument readings that indicated otherwise. The
aircraft began descending too early to reach Pudahuel Airport and struck a mountain, shearing off both
wings and the tail section. The remaining portion of the fuselage slid down the mountain about 725
metres (2,379 ft) before striking ice and snow on a glacier. The flight was carrying 45 passengers and
crew, including 19 members of the Old Christians Club rugby union team, along with their families,
supporters, and friends.

The wreck was located at an elevation of 3,570 metres (11,710 ft) in the remote Andes of far western
Argentina, just east of the border with Chile. Three crew members and eight passengers died
immediately; several more died soon afterward due to the frigid temperatures and the severity of their
injuries. Authorities flew over the crash site several times over the following days, searching for the
aircraft, but could not see the white fuselage against the snow. Search efforts were canceled after eight
days.

During the following 72 days, the survivors suffered numerous hardships, including exposure,
starvation, and an avalanche, and 13 more passengers died. Some resorted to cannibalism. As the
weather improved with the Southern Hemisphere spring, two survivors, Nando Parrado and Roberto
Canessa, climbed a 4,650-metre (15,260 ft) mountain peak without gear and hiked for 10 days into
Chile to seek help, traveling 38 miles (61 km). On 23 December 1972, two months after the crash, the
last of the 16 survivors were rescued.

The survivors had extremely little food: eight chocolate bars, a tin of mussels, three small jars of jam, a
tin of almonds, a few dates, candies, dried plums, and several bottles of wine. During the days
following the crash, they divided this into small amounts to make their meagre supply last as long as
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possible. Parrado ate a single chocolate-covered peanut over three days.

Even with this strict rationing, their food stock dwindled quickly. There was no natural vegetation and
there were no animals on either the glacier or nearby snow-covered mountain. The food ran out after a
week, and the group tried to eat parts of the airplane, such as the cotton inside the seats and leather.
They became sicker from eating these.

Knowing that rescue efforts had been called off and faced with starvation and death, those still alive
agreed that, should they die, the others might consume their bodies to live. With no choice, the
survivors ate the bodies of their dead friends.

Survivor Roberto Canessa described the decision to eat the pilots and their dead friends and family
members:

Our common goal was to survive — but what we lacked was food. We had long since run
out of the meagre pickings we'd found on the plane, and there was no vegetation or animal
life to be found. After just a few days, we were feeling the sensation of our own bodies
consuming themselves just to remain alive. Before long, we would become too weak to
recover from starvation.

We knew the answer, but it was too terrible to contemplate.

The bodies of our friends and team-mates, preserved outside in the snow and ice, contained
vital, life-giving protein that could help us survive. But could we do it?

For a long time, we agonized. I went out in the snow and prayed to God for guidance.
Without His consent, I felt I would be violating the memory of my friends; that I would be
stealing their souls.

We wondered whether we were going mad even to contemplate such a thing. Had we
turned into brute savages? Or was this the only sane thing to do? Truly, we were pushing
the limits of our fear.

The group survived by collectively deciding to eat flesh from the bodies of their dead comrades. This
decision was not taken lightly, as most of the dead were classmates, close friends, or relatives. Canessa
used broken glass from the aircraft windshield as a cutting tool. He set the example by swallowing the
first matchstick-sized strip of frozen flesh. Later on, several others did the same. The next day, more
survivors ate the meat offered to them, but a few refused or could not keep it down.

In his memoir, Miracle in the Andes: 72 Days on the Mountain and My Long Trek Home (2006), Nando
Parrado wrote about this decision:

At high altitude, the body's caloric needs are astronomical ... we were starving in earnest,
with no hope of finding food, but our hunger soon grew so voracious that we searched
anyway ... again and again, we scoured the fuselage in search of crumbs and morsels. We
tried to eat strips of leather torn from pieces of luggage, though we knew that the chemicals
they'd been treated with would do us more harm than good. We ripped open seat cushions
hoping to find straw, but found only inedible upholstery foam ... Again and again, I came to
the same conclusion: unless we wanted to eat the clothes we were wearing, there was
nothing here but aluminum, plastic, ice, and rock.



Parrado protected the corpses of his sister and mother, and they were never eaten. They dried the meat
in the sun, which made it more palatable. They were initially so revolted by the experience that they
could eat only skin, muscle and fat. When the supply of flesh was diminished, they also ate hearts,
lungs and even brains.

All of the passengers were Roman Catholic. Some feared eternal damnation. According to Read, some

rationalized the act of necrotic cannibalism as equivalent to the Eucharist, the Body and Blood of Jesus
Christ under the appearances of bread and wine. Others justified it according to a Bible verse found in

John 15:13: 'No man hath greater love than this: that he lay down his life for his friends.’

Some initially had reservations, though after realizing that it was their only means of staying alive, they
changed their minds a few days later. Javier Methol and his wife Liliana, the only surviving female
passenger, were the last survivors to eat human flesh. She had strong religious convictions, and only
reluctantly agreed to partake of the flesh after she was told to view it as "a kind of Holy Communion".®

8 History of Yesterday

On the tenth day, while listening to the radio they heard the search for them had been called off.
Canessa recalled how he felt: “It was a very strange sensation: feeling that the world is alive and that
they consider you dead.”

Nando added: “When you’re abandoned to die at you know, 13,000 or 14,000 feet with 35 degrees
below zero, no food, no water, no help, no rescue — you turn yourself into a survival machine.”

The friends were alone, with no help coming, and on the brink of starvation. But then, the choice was
made that saved their lives.

During a late-night conversation between Carlitos and Nando, Carlitos said: “Nando, nothing is left
from the chocolates™, to which Nando replied: “I’m going to eat the pilot.” Carlitos defended his friend
saying: “That’s logic to say that because Nando lost his mother and his sister.”

Nando explained his decision: “What are we going to do? We have to eat and the only proteins are the
dead bodies of the people that were in this plane. You know, everybody is thinking the same thing.”

Canessa recalled eating human flesh for the first time: “Your mouth doesn’t want to open because you
don’t want to swallow a piece of a dead person. And then I thought of my mother, that she told me: ‘If
one of my sons dies I couldn’t make it in life. I would die myself.’ So I said for not giving up I have to
eat this piece. I just swallowed it and nothing happened. The first bite for me is like your first sexual
relation. You have lots of expectations, lots of things going to happen, and then after it happens — it’s
over. Life goes on. The taste is like raw meat from a cow or whatever.”

Unable to light a fire — they ate the flesh raw.’
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Apropos the period of time during which a child nurses, the Gemara continues to debate different
aspects of this matter. The Sages taught in a baraita: A child may continue to nurse until the age of
twenty-four months, and from this point forward, if he continues to nurse, he is like one who nurses
from a non-kosher animal, as a woman’s milk is forbidden to anyone other than a small child; this is
the statement of Rabbi Eliezer. Rabbi Yehoshua says: A child may continue to nurse even for four
or five years, and this is permitted. However, if he ceased, i.e., was weaned, after twenty-four
months and then resumed nursing, he is like one who nurses from a non-kosher animal.
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The Master said in the baraita: From this point forward he is like one who nurses from a non-
kosher animal. The Gemara raises a contradiction from a baraita: One might have thought that the
milk of bipeds, i.e., humans, would be non-kosher like that of a non-kosher animal, based on a
logical derivation: Just as with regard to a non-kosher animal, where you were lenient with regard
to its contact, meaning that it does not render people or items impure through contact when it is alive,
you were stringent with regard to its milk, which is prohibited, even more so should this be true with
regard to a person. An a fortiori inference would indicate that with regard to a person, where you
were stringent about contact, as people can render other people and objects impure even when they
are alive, one should be stricter. So isn’t it logical that you should be stringent with regard to his
milk?
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This is as the verse states: “But this you shall not eat, of those that only chew the cud, or of those that
only part the hoof; the camel, because it chews the cud but does not part the hoof, it is impure for
you” (Leviticus 11:4). The somewhat superfluous word “it” teaches that it alone is impure, but the
milk of bipeds is not impure; rather, it is kosher. Furthermore, one might have thought that I should
exclude the milk of humans from the prohibition against consumption, as this issue does not apply
equally to everyone, since only women produce milk, but I should not exclude from the prohibition
human blood, which does apply equally to everyone. Consequently, the verse states “it” with regard
to a camel, to say that it alone is impure, whereas the blood of bipeds is not impure, but rather is
kosher.
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And Rav Sheshet said about this ruling: There is not even a rabbinic command to refrain from
consuming human milk. Therefore, this presents a contradiction to the statement that a child who
nurses beyond a certain age is like one who nurses from a non-kosher animal.
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The Gemara answers: This is not difficult, as this statement that the milk is permitted is referring to
when it has been removed from the woman’s body, and that statement, that the milk is forbidden, is
referring to when it has not been removed. Fundamentally, human milk is a permitted substance.
However, it is prohibited by rabbinic law for anyone other than a very young child to nurse directly
from a woman’s breasts, and one who does so is considered like one who consumes milk from a non-
kosher animal."
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Since it is written: "Any animal that has split hooves, [whose foot] is divided into two hoofs and chews
the cud, [this may you eat]," one may derive that any animal that does not chew its cud and have split
hoofs is forbidden. A negative commandment that comes as a result of a positive commandment is
considered as a positive commandment. With regard to the camel, the pig, the rabbit, and the hare,
[Leviticus 11:4] states: "These you may not eat from those which chew the cud and have split hoofs."
From this, you see that they are forbidden by a negative commandment, even though they possess one
sign of kashrut. Certainly, this applies to other non-kosher domesticated animals and wild beasts that do
not have any signs of kashrut. The prohibition against eating them involves a negative commandment
in addition to the positive commandment that is derived from "This may you eat."”
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Therefore anyone who eats an olive sized portion of the meat of a non-kosher domesticated animal or
wild beasts is liable for lashes according to Scriptural Law. This applies whether he partook of the meat
or the fat. For the Torah did not distinguish between the meat and fat of non-kosher animals.
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With regard to humans: Although states: "And the man became a beast with a soul," he is not included
in the category of hoofed animals. Therefore, he is not included in the [above] prohibition. Accordingly,
one who partakes of meat or fat from a man - whether alive or deceased - is not liable for lashes. It is,
however, forbidden [to partake of human meat] because of the positive commandment [mentioned
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above]. For the Torah lists the seven species of kosher wild beasts and says: "These are the beasts of
which you may partake." Implied is that any other than they may not be eaten. And a negative
commandment that comes as a result of a positive commandment is considered as a positive
commandment."
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